
Wicomico County  

Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Committee 

June 24, 2021 

Welcome: LaVon Adkins, co-chair, opened the meeting and read the SECAC mission statement. 

Minutes: Secretary, Anne Anderson, prepared and submitted the minutes for review by the committee. 

Minutes were approved on a motion from Nicole Twilley with a second from Tara O’Barsky with a 

consensus of all present. 

Program Presentations: 

Year in Review – Special Education Director, Bonnie Walston, summarized the budget updates for 

Special Education for SFY 2021 – 2022. Highlights of her report include that there is a $38 million budget 

allocated for Special Education and $2.8 million to address mental health needs. It was noted that the 

district must spend $603,487 to address significant disproportionality in the area of disciplinary 

removals of Black/African-American students with disabilities. WCPS exceeds the State weighted risk 

ration of 2.0; hence, corrective action on review of policies, implementation of best practices for pro-

active behavior intervention strategies with accompanying activities to substantially reduce these 

numbers are required and will be monitored by MSDE.  Sixteen out of twenty-four LSSs have significant 

disproportionality in the monitored areas of OSEP and MSDE. At the State level, the Infants & Toddlers 

budget did not have a significant increase; however, the local district budget covers these expenditures 

and salaries. Summer services will be provided to families as Infants and Toddlers is a 12 month 

program. All health guidelines and PPE recommendations will continue with all summer programs.  

It was announced that with the retirement of Supervisor of Compliance Lynne Smoak on June 30, 2021, 

Kevin Smith, principal of Pinehurst Elementary School, will be the new Supervisor of Special Education in 

the department. He will be a welcome addition to this Leadership Team in Special Education. 

Approximately 12% of Parent Surveys have been completed and submitted and Mrs. Walston thanked 

administrators for promoting this process so that the Leadership Team can use the parental feedback to 

improve and enhance special education in Wicomico County Schools.  

It was agreed that the SECAC officers will report to Dr. Rick Briggs and the school board that the use of 

technology, i. e. remote learning strategies and remote access to meetings, should be utilized after the 

pandemic, as technology increases access and promotes better communication for all. Paul Butler, 

Communications Director and Dr. Briggs, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, sent an update that 

the WCBOE is looking for a new communications tool. A brief discussion ensued, where SECAC members 

emphasized that the WCBOE website is not user friendly and hinders communication between families 

and the school district.  

 



Upcoming Events: 

LaVon Adkins covered a list of summer camps/educational opportunities available through the WCBOE 

in June of 2021, and added that there will be a training event on October 3, 2021 from 8 – noon, with 

registration through the Pathfinders for Autism website. Camp Pinehurst will once again return but due 

to infrastructure projects at Pinehurst, the Camp, run by the Wicomico County Parks and Recreation 

Department, will be held at West Salisbury Elementary School.  Family Secondary Transition Boot Camp 

is still scheduled to occur virtually June 29 – 30th.  All families with students with disabilities ages 14 – 21 

are encouraged to register and participate to heighten understanding of the transition process and 

necessary registrations and timelines. 

From Wicomico County Department of Health, Tina Thomas encouraged everyone to get their COVID 

vaccines. Pat King, from Salisbury University, reported that there is ongoing vaccinations outreach via SU 

Campus Health. 

The next SECAC meeting is scheduled for September 23, 2021, and if the pandemic conditions permit, 

will take place in person with the option to attend via Zoom. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anne Anderson, Secretary  

Wicomico County SECAC 


